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Regarding filing of affidavits on behalf of
the State Government within the deadlines
prescribed by the Hon'ble Supreme Court,
Hon'ble High Court, Civil Court & the
Tribunals, and ensuring that the affidavit is
filed by the officer specifically directed by
the respective Court.

Government of Maharashtra
Law and Judiciary Department
Government Circular No.: 02-2025/VIP/E
Mantralaya, Madam Cama Road,
Hutatma Rajguru Chowk, Mumbai 400 032
Date: 19 May, 2025

Read:
1. Circular No. 556/"E" Branch, dated 18th May 2007 issued by the Law and
Judiciary Department.
2. Circular No. 1108/"E" Branch, dated 3rd October 2007 issued by the Law
and Judiciary Department.
3. Government Circular No. 5/VIP/E, dated 30th March 2010 issued by the
Law and Judiciary Department.

Circular

By the Circulars under reference, the Law and Judiciary Department has instructed all the
administrative Departments to file affidavits/written statements/replies in court cases filed
against the Government or Government Officers promptly, within the prescribed time limit.
Despite the said directions, the affidavits are not filed within timeline. Hence, the Hon'ble High
Court of Bombay, vide order dated 26/03/2025 in Writ Petition Nos. 2247/2025 and 2250/2025
has expressed strong displeasure, regarding the delay in filing affidavits on behalf of the State
Government. Taking serious note of the order so passed by the Hon'ble High Court, all
administrative Departments are hereby directed to monitor the court matters pertaining to their
respective Departments and ensure that the affidavits to be filed on behalf of the State
Government are submitted promptly and positively within the time period prescribed by the
respective Court.

2. Further, in Writ Petition No. 833 of 2019 (Shri Sunil Madavi vs. State of Maharashtra
and Others), the Hon'ble Bombay High Court, in orders dated 25/02/2025 and 12/03/2025, has
observed that when a specific officer is directed by the Court to file an affidavit, the said
responsibility is being delegated to other officers. The Hon’ble Court has viewed this as a serious
lapse indicating negligence on the part of State Government officials. Therefore, all the
Departments are also instructed that when the Court issues specific directions for an affidavit to

be filed by a particular officer or an officer of a particular rank, such officer or an officer of that
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rank is expected to personally file the affidavit, and ensure that this responsibility is not
delegated to any other officer.
3. All the administrative Departments to strictly adhere to the above instructions and also
bring the same to the notice of all allied offices under its control.
4. Non-compliance of the aforementioned instructions shall result in stern action by the
Government against the officer concerned.

This Government Circular is available on the official website of the Government of
Maharashtra at www.maharashtra.gov.in under reference number 202505191309104712. This

circular is issued under digital signature authentication.

By order and in the name of the Governor of Maharashtra.

Digitally signed by SUJATA MANOJ
SAUNIK
Date: 2025.05.19 13:12:38 +05'30'

( Sujata Saunik)
Chief Secretary
Government of Maharashtra

To,
1. Hon’ble Advocate General, State of Maharashtra, Mumbai.
Office of the Chief Secretary, State of Maharashtra, Mumbai.
All Additional Chief Secretaries / Principal Secretaries / Secretaries of all Administrative
Departments, Mantralaya, Mumbai.
Joint Secretary, Law and Judiciary Department, Mumbai / Nagpur / Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar.
Government Advocate, Supreme Court, New Delhi.
Government Pleader, High Court (Original Side / Appellate Side / Writ Cell), Mumbai.
Government Pleader, High Court Bench at Nagpur / Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar.
Chief Presenting Officer, Mumbai / Nagpur / Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar.
. All District Government Pleaders.
10. Select File.
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